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Almost 1,500,000 members and candidates throughout Czechoslovakia are par-
‘ ticipating in the Year of Party Education, including more thar 100,000 as teachers.

To consolidate the successes achieved 60 far, the following measures are particu-
larly necessary:

1. All Party committees, from kraj committees down to the committees of
basic organizations, must regularly check the progress of the Year of Party Bduca-
tion each month in the area under their Jurigliction, and must tirelessly remove
any defects which come to light. ’

2. A report on the progress of the Year of Party Education must be submitted

at the annual-membership meetings (in Slovakia, at the next membership meeting), F
and practical suggestions must be made for the improvement and extension of irain-
ing activity in the given organization. Certificates of the Year of Party Educa-
tion will be examined at the annual membership meetings during the control of-
Party credentials.

3. Special care must be taken to increase the number of participants during
the year. If any student fou any reason has falled to master & certain subject
or has missed part of the schooling, a member must be assigned to help him make
up what he has missed so that he may resume the regular schedule. Members who
have not yet participated in the schooling must be visited personally and con-
vinced of the importance of Marxist-leninist self-education and of the necessity
of participation in the Year of Party Education: There are certain persons who
for important reasons cemnot participuate in group education (because of unusual F
working hours, remote place of residence, serious illness , etc.); capable members
of basic groups or circles must be assigned to go over the study materials indis
vidually with these persuus.
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4. Information offices and study rooms of Marxism-Leninism must increase
their assistance to teachers in the Year of Party Education. The greatest care
mst be devoted to model conversations end lectures for teachers, and in case of

need teachers must be assisted individually or in groups in their preparation for
teaching.

The Party press must also improve its assistance to teachers.

ELIMINATION OF DEFECTS IN THE YEAR OF PARTY EDUCATION
IN OSTRAVA KRAJ

Jaroslav Kozel, Fecretary
Culture-Propaganda Section

Kraj Committee of Communist Party
Ostrava

First Results of the Year of party Education

Immediately after the beginolng of the Year of Party Education, pupils from
both classes of the kraj school were sent to Slezska Ostrava and Opava okreses to
observe ihe first November meeting directly in the basic orgenizations. The com-
ments of the okres culture-propagénda secretaries and of the students of the kraj
school indicated the grea® success of the inavguration of the Year of Party Educa
tien, but they also showed that attention must be paid to the instruction and

asslstance of teachers by means of the okres committees and the committees of
basic organizations.

In spite of the worthy efforts .f a& _rcot ra’trity of teachers, the intro-
ductory leCture in meny instances Was not an introduction to independent study.
The visit also showed that the scope of the Year of Party Education was not
sufficlently understood in all organizations. Even greater difficulties were
encountered with the conversation at the second meeting, because of the teachers'
inexperience. In some instances, the teacher did all the talking; In others, there
was No disCusgion. Certain Leachers in zrouds asked avrupt juestions; there were
instances where the teecher wrote Questions on slips of paper, which he had his
students draw at the second meeting. On the whole, however, the form of the con-
versatlon in groups and seminars vas favorably received and fully proved itself.

Attention to Teachers

Attention to teachers 1s gne of the primary tasks of the okres Party committee.
At the end of each month, the ckres committee holds regular conferences at which a
sample introductory lecture and methodological and organizational hints are pre-
sented. Ideological problems are ¢larified, and methodological and organizational
suggestions are exchanged.

The December comferences for the most part were insufficiently supported;
only 60 percent of the teachers participated in them. For this reason, 20 sup-
plementary conferences were &rranged, in addition to individual instruction of
teachers by informetion offices and study rooms.

The okres committees did not make sufficlent preparations for the conferences,
and failed to check the participation in them. The okres committee must know
exactly who has participated 11 the conferences, so that it can deal with those
organizations whose teachers hgve not participated. In sume okreses (Frenstat,
Bilovec) the attendance 1ists st the ¢onferences were inadeguate, so that it was
not possible to ascertain which teachers were ahsent. The reason for this is
that meny okres committees do not bave complete card files of teachers.
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Slezske Ostrava and Karvirna okreses did not arrange the type of conference
desired, Instead of the number of teachers specified by the kraJ conmittee (50),
conferences were arranged for 100-200 teachers. This did not pernit a thorough’
exchange of opinions by teachers. In many places, there was no one to preside
over the conference.

In some places insufflcient attention was devoted to the premises on which
the conferences were held. Some places were unheated, and decorations were often

inadequate.

Content of Conferences

Considerable defects were evident in the conferences. Although the kraj
information office and study room prepared instructions for compiling the intro-
ductory lecture, the vworkers in okres information offices did not prepare a suit-
able model introductory lecture for teachers. In same places the introductory
lecture lasted from 60 to 90 minutes. Elsewhere (in Privoz, for example) , 8
system of more than 60 questions was used.

In a majority of okreses, the workers of okres information olfices and study
rooms are not properly informed, and in some cases they have not been selected
vith sufficient care. Wot only ideoclogical maturity but also administrative
ebility must be takeninto considerstion.

Nevertheless, many conferences were well prepared and conducted. They were
most successful when the teacher enriched his interpretation with a discussion. of
well-known events.

Questlons Diecpseed Most

In December the most discussed question was the possibility of transition
to soclalism after World War I, and the role of social democracy in this connece
tion. There was lively discussion in the qroups concerning the role of 7. G.
Masaryk in the struggle for natlonal liberation during World War I and in the
period of the First Republic. Weaknesses appeared among teachers in discussion
of this question. In some groups the teacher was hard pressed by the incorrect
opinions of comrades (primarily from the ranks of intellectuals) who underestimated
the role of the Soviet October Revolution, and who tried to keep alive various
legends about the national liberation and the period of the First Republic. The
February membership meetings, which have the subject "Masaryk and the Communists”
as part of their program, will surelr b=ln these comrades to see the matter in

its proper light.

Incorrect opinions were alsomanifested in the evaluation of the Munich events.
The question of whether or not we could have defended ourselves was widely dis-
cussed. Socme defeatist opinions of the impossibility of Gefense were expressed,
though rarely; these are vestiges of the false opinions of the bowrgeoisie, who
tried to cover their treachery with this lie.

The subject matter for Jenuary has ulso raised many questions, which have .
been discussed briskly and often incorrectly, on the character of World War II
and the role of the western capitalist powers.

Confusion and incorrect opinions appeared in regard to the question of the
Soviet-German nonaggression pact, the question of the procedure of the USSR after
the invasion of Poland by Germany, and in the evalustion of the Finno-Soviet war.
The role of Dr Benes in the second resistunce and in February 1948 was also dis-

cussed.

The kraj information cffice aud study room clarified obscure questions in
the kraj every day.
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The conversations and discussions demonstrated that teachers from the ranks
of the workers prepare themselves for meetings more carefully than others, who
in some cases overestimate their own knowledge.

The discussions showed that greater attention must be paid to teachers. It °
also appeared that some of the comrades are not reading the brochure independently;
this is perticularly true of the rural areas.

Information Offices and Study Rooms in Ostrava Kraj

] The kraj information office and study room did not orpganize any visits of
- teachers in November, and did not conduct any supplementary lectures. They

arranged introductory lectures for the ckres leaders of information offices and
study rooms and their colleagues; they also investigated the progress of the Year
of Party Education. Conferences with okres culture-propaganda secretaries and
leaders of information offices and study rooms have been held regularly twice a
month: once at the beginning of the month (evaluation of the progress of the
okres conferences and the Year of Party Bducation as a whole), and again-at the
beginning of the second half of the month (introductory lecture » methodological

-~ and orgenizational instructions).

Fovember and December were devoted primarily to organizationsl matters of
the Year of Party Education. Less attention was paild to ideclogical work and to
ideological aid to teachers.

Supplementary lectures were arranged in January as en aid to teachers;
these dealt with the national and democratic character of our May revolution,
the February events of 1948 , and the two lines of resistance in World War II.
Supplementary lectures will henceforth be held regularly.

Greater attention is being paid to the instruction of workers of the okres
information offires and study rooms.

The increasing activity of the kraj information office and etudy room is
inGicated by the following figures: 260 consultations were held in November,
253 in December, end 420 in January (as of 25 January).

It is reported from the "Tatry" Factory in Butovice that 80 percent of the
employees are participating in the Year of Party Education; a similar percentage
i8 trus of the Vitkovice Ironworks » and rural organizations are showing an
increasing tendency toward participation.
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